Membership Secretary’s report (Robin Ward)
The International Wader Study Group’s membership for the year 2010 stood at 526 (as of 31st August 2011). This was made up as follows:
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It is pleasing to report that our membership continues to slowly recover from a low of 467 members in 2007 following a period of steady decline.  However the numbers of new members recruited in 2010, 89, only just exceeded the number of members, 80, who did not continue their membership after 2009; 29 of the latter first joined in 2009.  Membership in 2010 comprised of 390 paying members who were in 2009 or an earlier year(s) members. 
Following the attendance to over-scribed conferences of many non-members, a non-members Annual Conference fee was introduced in 2007 to the value of the current year’s membership into which it can be converted. This led to the recruitment of a number of new members amongst the delegates attending the 2010 Conference in Portugal.  Correspondence with new members during 2010 continues to show the Wader Ageing and Sexing Series published regularly since 2007 in the Bulletin, has particularly attracted wader ringers to join, some back dating their subscription for the earlier issues.
The delivery of membership renewal reminders electronically since 2007 to those members having provided a current e-mail address, has continued to help improve efficiency (e.g. by reducing the cost) and the final results of the renewal process.  Those members willing to receive membership reminders electronically are requested to keep the Membership Officer informed of their current e-mail address. This can be best done however by visiting the new IWSG Web site where upon registering you can view and edit your contact details whilst also checking up on your current membership status.  Furthermore, since early 2008, you have been able to pay for your next membership renewal by Credit Card via the Web site using PayPal.  Why not take a look?
Robin M. Ward

31st August 2011
