There are currently four IWSG Projects at various stages of completion. 
Project “TRINGA GLAREOLA 2000” completed its fieldwork phase in 2007 since when the material has been analysed and 12 papers on different aspects of the species’ migration have been published or are in press in journals such as the Journal of Ornithology, Ardea, Ornis Fennica, Ornis Svecica and WSG Bull. More research papers are in the pipeline and a monograph providing an overview of Wood Sandpiper migration is planned within a few years. 

The International Golden Plover Survey 2008 resulted in counts being submitted from many countries in north-west Europe. All data have now been received and a short summary paper will be submitted to the WSG Bulletin shortly. The aim was for repeat Golden Plover surveys every 6 years, meaning the next would be due in 2014 if there is sufficient interest and funding available.

The Arctic Birds Breeding Conditions Survey, an ongoing joint venture of IWSG and Wetland International’s Goose and Swan Specialist Groups has had mixed fortunes. Activities continued in 2010-2011, and included mostly collation and web-publication of data for breeding seasons 2009 and 2010. As of August 2011 the online survey database contained 1354 breeding conditions reports spanning 1989-2010 and a wealth of information on status and abundance of birds and mammals in the Arctic and human impacts. However, the survey development and its functioning has been grossly impaired by discontinued funding since 2008 turning what was a steady increase in coverage to a decline and causing delays in data collection, publication and translation from Russian to English, and a cessation of all survey development and analysis. Restoration of funding of the ABBCS is essential to prevent the degradation of this survey network which provides a synchronized circumpolar information resource on Arctic terrestrial ecosystems.

Finally, the most recent addition to the IWSG Projects, The Sanderling Project, has been doing very well in 2010. Through the IWSG network and the web pages of the sanderling project on the IWSG website, 2693 sightings of 1002 colour-ringed Sanderlings were reported to the project team by 239 persons (22 nationalities) that were not involved in a specific field work project on Sanderlings by the University of Groningen. The information on the web pages of the sanderling project and the several requests on e-mail groups, the internet and in popular bird journals, to look out for colour-ringed Sanderlings, have aided a lot in achieving this success. Additionally, of the 569 Sanderlings that were colour-ringed in 2010, 191 individuals were ringed by volunteers involved in the sanderling project in Portugal, Ireland and Poland and have already resulted in many interesting resightings.
Simon Gillings

IWSG Projects Coordinator 
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