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Co-authored by Brad Andres and Kelli Stone, it summarizes 
what is known about the bird’s ecology, status and population, 
habitat needs, threats, and important sites. Also identified are 
immediate conservation actions needed to stop or reverse the 
Mountain Plover’s population decline over the long term. You 
can download the plan at: http://www.whsrn.org/sites/default/
files/MountainPlover_ConservationPlan_09-05-28a.pdf

Course Announcement

Shorebird course at Broome Bird Observatory, 
NW Australia: “Wave the Waders Goodbye”

Two instalments of this popular course are back again in 2010. 
The focus of the course will be on the diverse selection of 
shorebirds that visit the area every wet season although we 
will spend time birding in a range of habitats seeing a wide 
variety of birds and wildlife. This is a great opportunity to 
see large numbers of shorebirds at close quarters and learn 
all about their identification and amazing life stories. As well 
as time in the field there will also be illustrated presentations 
on shorebird identification and ecology. In the late afternoon 
you are invited to participate in “migration watch”. This is an 
important part of the research work carried out by the BBO 
and an amazing opportunity to watch these birds actually 
leaving to begin their long journeys north. Subject to post-
wet-season accessibility, we also tour the bush and plains to 
the east of the Observatory and other local birding sites where 
we will find a variety of bush birds and waterbirds, in addi-
tion to shorebirds that favour fresh water habitats. The price 
of AU$990 includes all accommodation, tours, transfers and 
meals. Dates for the courses: 26–31 March and 12–17 April 
2010. For more information email the warden of Broome Bird 
Observatory at bbo@birdsaustralia.com.au

Online resources

New additions to SORA

SORA (Searchable Ornithological Research Archive) is a free 
electronic resource archive for professional bird literature that 
is drawn from over a dozen journals, some dating as far back 
as the late 19th century. The most recent addition to SORA is 
a valuable and venerable archive for the back issues of North 
American Birds and it predecessors (e.g. Audubon Field Notes 
and American Birds). Currently the North American Birds 
archives run from 1973 to 2008, however there are plans to 
go as far back as 1947. North American Birds is published by 
the American Birding Association and is the journal of record 
for birds observed within its area of coverage. SORA may be 
accessed at: http://elibrary.unm.edu/sora/

Birds and environmental change 
booklet

Produced for the Copenhagen United Nations 
Climate Change Conference, a 16-page book-
let presents research results of environmental 
change impact in South Africa: plummeting 
numbers of African Penguins, invasions into 
new areas by Africa’s “feathered locust,” 
the Red-billed Quelea, and Southern Black 

Korhaans no longer seen in areas where they were plentiful 
twenty years ago. The illustrated booklet (http://adu.org.
za/docs/climate_change_booklet.pdf) was produced by the 
South African National Biodiversity Institute and the Animal 
Demography Unit, University of Cape Town, with support 
from the Danish Embassy in Pretoria. 

Book Review
New shorebird guide: Shorebirds of the Northern 

Hemisphere by Richard Chandler 
(2009, Christopher Helm, London, ISBN 978-1-4081-0790-4, 

448 pages, £29.99)

Already there are several photographic guides to waders on the market, 
so do we really need another? A quick look at Richard Chandlers’s re-
cently published Shorebirds of the Northern Hemisphere shows that the 
answer is “Yes, we do!” It is in a class of its own and it is very much 
more than just a photo-guide. It illustrates all 134 wader species found 
in the Northern Hemisphere and features more than 850 stunning colour 
photographs (an average of six per species) as well as colour distribu-
tion maps. The photographs concentrate on illustrating the progression 
of plumages from juvenile to adult and will therefore be a valuable 
aid to many ecological studies. 

The species texts are detailed and authoritative; they describe 
key identification features, including age and sex differences, 
variations in plumage, similar species, status, habitat, and distribu-
tion. It is an easy-to-use guide that also includes comprehensive 
primers on plumage patterns and terminology, moulting, feeding 
and other behaviours, and much more. This premier illustrated 
guide is suitable for field use and is a must-have for members 
of the International Wader Study Group. Richard Chandler is a 
renowned shorebird specialist and photographer and a long-time 
editorial board member of British Birds magazine. 
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