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INTRODUCTION AND STUDY SITE

We present the results of the fifth year of spring migration 
studies of Red Knots at Porsanger, N Norway. The aims 
of the project and the study site are described in Wilson & 
Strann (2005). In 2009, RCS and BJS also visited Varanger-
fjord during 23–25 May. Up to 2008 there were six reported 
sightings of Porsanger-flagged birds in May and early June in 
Varangerfjord and records on the Norwegian “artsdatabank” 
(www.artsobservasjoner.no/fugler/) indicated that there 
have been many knots there in May, at least in recent years. 
Varangerfjord is 200 km east of Porsanger and on about the 
same longitude as Istanbul. We therefore thought it possible 
that at least some of these birds might belong to the canutus 
subspecies that breeds in the Taymyr Peninsula region of 
N Siberia.

METHODS

Fieldwork took place from 12 to 31 May and comprised 134 
man-days. For methods see Wilson et al. (2007). As often as 
possible consistent with other objectives, we attempted to 
count knots at all regularly used sites in Porsanger. If a site 
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We report on the results of the Norwegian Knot Project for 2009. The stopover population in Porsanger, 
N Norway, was estimated at 43,000. Knots arrived from 12 to 17 May. Also it was estimated that there were  
5,000 knots in Varangerfjord, 200 km east of Porsanger, during 23–25 May. The distribution continued to shift 
towards the north-east. Eighteen Porsanger-marked knots were sighted at Varangerfjord, bringing the total 
seen there to 29. This demonstrates that Porsanger knots are probably spread throughout those that stopover in 
N Norway. Mean wing and bill lengths of Varangerfjord knots were significantly longer than those marked in 
Porsanger, but the small sample size from Varangerfjord was biased by three large individuals. One Canadian-
marked bird was seen there, indicating that the Varangerfjord birds are islandica. Resighted flagged knots in 
Porsanger showed a high return rate of 37%. The first sightings from the breeding grounds are reported. Two 
knots flagged at the end of May 2007 and 2009 were sighted breeding in June at Zackenberg in NE Greenland, 
and one bird colour marked at Zackenberg in 2003 and sighted in Porsanger in 2006 and 2009 was seen breeding 
in June 2009 at Zackenberg. A bird marked at Alert, Canada, on 10 June 2008 and caught at Porsanger on 27 May 
2009 was resighted at Alert between 26 and 29 June. One Canadian-flagged bird was also sighted in Porsanger 
and one in Varanger. The masses of these three birds when caught in N Norway were in the range 160–180 g. 
This shows that knots in N Norway, which depart at a lower mass than knots in Iceland, reach breeding areas 
1,700–2,300 km away. There were six unusual sightings in June of birds marked on 26 and 27 May 2009, two 
in Norway, two in England and two in the Netherlands. Possible reasons for birds not being on the breeding 
grounds in June were strong unfavourable winds in Norway at the time of departure and bad weather in June 
on the breeding grounds in north Canada.

was not counted then the number from the previous count at 
that site was added to the total count for the day to give an 
estimated population. Knots were caught on 19 May during 
the arrival period and on 26 and 27 May just before or dur-
ing the departure period. For catches on 26 and 27 May, we 
adjusted the mass of each bird using a multiple regression 
equation to estimate what it would have been if it had been 
of average size (bill and wing length), weighed at the time 
of capture and caught on 27 May (Fig. 4). In this paper the 
term Porsanger includes Porsangerfjord, Lille Porsangerfjord 
and Veidnes (Fig. 1). 

RESULTS

Passage period and population size

The first knots were recorded at Valdak on 10 May (70) 
(Fig. 1). The first total counts were made on 12 and 13 May 
when 2,815 and 3,075 knots were recorded respectively 
(Fig. 2). On 14 May the total count increased to 18,588 and 
on 15 May to 25,070. On 18 May, 40,550 were recorded. 
Numbers were then stable at around 40,000 (peak count 
43,005 on 19 May) until at least 22 May. After the count on 


