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I examined the dispersal and incubation behavior of Mountain 
Plovers (Charadrius montanus) in Montana to expand on 
current knowledge of their life history. I used nest locations 
from a 13-year period (1995–2007) to examine patterns of 
sex bias, prior experience, and sylvatic plague in their dis-
persal. I found no sex-bias in natal dispersal or within-year 
breeding dispersal. Mean dispersal distance of male plovers 
in consecutive years was 2.75 km (95% CI 1.51 to 4.00) and 
for females was 4.64 km (95% CI 2.76 to 5.52). Birds that 
were successful moved 3.02 km (95% CI 1.87 to 4.17) on 
average between nesting attempts, while those whose nests 
had failed moved 5.06 km (95% CI 2.53 to 7.58). The best 
model of between-year breeding dispersal indicated that prior 
nest fate had the strongest effect. There was a year effect 
but no effect of sylvatic plague on dispersal. I explored sex, 
time of day, nest age, day of season, and year differences in 
breeding behavior by modeling the duration of departures of 
incubating adults. I recorded 857 hours of video of 24 incu-
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bating Mountain Plovers during 2007 and >10,000 hours of 
temperature data from 117 individuals at 142 nests during the 
2006–2008 nesting seasons. Video data revealed that males 
on average made 1.48 departures hour–1 over the course of a 
24-hour period (n = 6 deployments, SE = 0.35) and females 
made 1.41 departures hour–1 (n = 26 deployments, SE = 
0.11). From the combined video and temperature data males 
contributed 1,925 nocturnal departures with a mean dura-
tion of 0.38 hr (SE = 0.01) while females contributed 2,716 
nocturnal departures with a mean duration of 0.36 hr (SE = 
0.01). The quadratic effect of the time of departure was the 
most important factor in the length of nocturnal off-bouts; day 
of incubation and the day of the season were also important. 
Sex was not an important predictor of duration of departure. 
My study improves our knowledge of behavior in an uncom-
mon mating system and provides insight into behaviors that 
might enable land managers to better address conservation 
issues facing this species.

Notice of the 2009 Annual General Meeting of the  
International Wader Study Group

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the International Wader Study Group (IWSG) will be held at 9h00 on 
Saturday 19 September 2009 during the Annual Conference at Den Burg, Texel, the Netherlands. Nominations 
for the election of Officers and other members of the Executive Committee may be made in writing to the 
General Secretary not less than 14 days before the AGM. Each nomination must be proposed and seconded by 
fully paid-up members and accompanied by the nominee’s written consent.

AGENDA
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	2.	 Minutes of the 2008 AGM
	3.	 Chairman’s report (Yvonne Verkuil)
	4.	 a) Treasurer’s report for 2008 (David Turner) 
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	5.	 Membership Secretary’s report (Robin Ward)
	6.	 Editor’s report (Humphrey Sitters)
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	8.	 Conference Coordinator’s report (Jutta Leyrer)
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	12.	 Any other business
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