New estimates for wintering waders in coastal Sierra Leone
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The most comprehensive survey to date of the wader population of the coast of Sierra Leone was carried out
during Jan—Feb 2005. A total of 66,292 waders of 25 species were counted and the total wader population was
estimated at 75,000—79,000. With a count of over 42,000, one site, Yawri Bay, accounted for over half the total.
Curlew Sandpiper (24,855) was by far the most numerous species. The coast of Sierra Leone is shown to be
particularly important for Common Ringed Plover and Redshank as it supports >4% of their respective flyway
populations. We recommend that Yawri Bay and Sherbro Island be designated as wetlands of international
importance under the Ramsar Convention.



