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INTRODUCTION

Our concept of how waders migrate across northern Europe 
has changed considerably since the first accounts of wader 
migration were written in the middle of the 20th century. But 
old concepts are hard to eradicate. Nørrevang (1955) made an 
early attempt to map wader migration. He looked at observa-
tional and ringing data on Dunlin Calidris alpina migration 

in Europe. He saw autumn migration as taking place within 
narrow corridors along coasts and other topographic features 
(Fig. 1). Two decades later, Leslie & Lessells (1978) proposed 
a slightly coarser version of Nørrevang’s scenario describing 
three migratory pathways over northern Europe in autumn: 
(1) a juvenile route along the Norwegian coast, (2) an adult 
route through the Gulf of Bothnia and (3) a main route across 
from the White Sea to the Gulf of Finland and further through 
the Baltic Sea to moulting and wintering sites in NW Europe 
(Fig. 2). Still three decades later, Tjørve & Tjørve (2007) 
analysed and discussed Dunlin migration in Scandinavia 
based on the same concept. 

I have earlier challenged this idea of migration taking 
place in “corridors” (cf. Meltofte & Rabøl 1977), and in the 
following discussion, I present a brief essay on how I see 
the autumn migration of Dunlins taking place over northern 
Europe. But it applies to other wader species in much the 
same way.
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Using the autumn migration of Northern Dunlin across N Europe as an example, I argue that most wader 
migration takes place at great heights and across broad fronts and is little influenced by topographical features. 
This is in contrast to earlier notions that migration routes are limited to rather narrow “corridors” which follow 
coasts and other “leading lines”. It is also at variance with what is recorded by ground-based field observations 
which often only record migrating waders that are brought low by weather conditions.

Fig. 1.  Arne Nørrevang’s presentation from 1955 of probable (dashed) 
and certain (full line) migratory pathways for Dunlins in Europe.

Fig. 2.  Leslie & Lessells’ three migration routes in Scandinavia and 
the Baltic from 1978.


