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INTRODUCTION

The pattern of moult in Wood Sandpipers Tringa glareola 
is not well described, due to the limited availability of data. 
It is generally considered that in the majority of adult Wood 
Sandpipers moult does not commence until they have reached 
their tropical or subtropical non-breeding destinations (Prater 
et al. 1977). There are, however, records of primary moult 
in Wood Sandpipers of Scandinavian origin starting close to 
the breeding grounds, during the early stage of southward 
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We present data on active primary moult in Wood Sandpipers during the early stages of southward migration in 
east and central Europe. The incidence of such moult is generally low with records from only a few ringing sites 
in a few years; moreover the number moulting does not exceed 6% for any site. Previously it was thought that 
­active moult in the early stages of migration was confined to Scandinavian breeders, but our data indicate that 
other populations are similar. We suggest that the early moulters are second-year birds that need to replace their 
inner primaries because they are >12 months old and may be in poor condition for the long migration to Africa. 

Fig. 1.  Location of ringing sites in Europe where adult Wood Sand-
pipers were checked for active primary moult during southward 
migration. 
Circles = ringing sites mentioned in this paper, 
Squares = sites mentioned in the literature, 
Filled symbols = sites with records of adults in active primary moult, 
Open symbols = sites with no records of adults in active primary 
moult. 
CA: Camargue (Hoffmann 1957), FO: Foteviken (Persson 1998), KW: 
Kwiecewo, JR: Jeziorsko Reservoir, NH: Nörten-Hardenberg (B. Rie-
del, in Glutz von Blotzheim & Bauer 1985), NR: Nyski Reservoir, OD: 
Odessa, PA: Pawłowice, RM: Reda mouth, TU: Turov. 

migration (Glutz von Blotzheim & Bauer 1985, Hoffmann 
1957, Persson 1998). Here we summarize scarce, yet re-
peated, observations of adult Wood Sandpipers moulting 
primaries during southward migration through east and 
central Europe. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS

During wader ringing at eight stopover sites in central and 
eastern Europe (Fig. 1), conducted during southward migra-
tion between 1981 and 2006, primary moult was observed 
in 15 adult Wood Sandpipers. At these sites, waders were 
trapped in mist-nets and/or walk-in traps between July and 
September. The numbers of adults examined for moult at each 
site and the dates and years each site was operated are set out 
in Table 1. Moult scores were noted according to the scale 
described by Ashmole (1962) for the primaries of one wing; 
in three cases moult scores were recorded for both wings. 
In eight birds, the moult scores of secondaries were also 
recorded. To assess the proportion of birds in active moult 
at each site, we calculated their percentage among the total 


