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Introduction

In a previous paper, we documented site fidelity, nesting, 
and other features of the breeding cycle in marked American 
Golden-Plovers Pluvialis dominica studied over a 13-year 
period from 1988 to 2000 on the Seward Peninsula in western 
Alaska (Johnson et al. 2001). Of the plovers in this earlier 
investigation, one male was particularly long-lived and we 
continued to monitor his survival through recent years. Here 
we present details concerning this bird along with information 
gleaned from additional dominica marked in 2002. Together, 
these findings shed further light on the breeding biology of 
the species.

Methods

We captured plovers in nest traps during incubation and marked 
each bird with a unique combination of color-bands placed 
on its tibiotarsi. The long-lived male (hereafter D5-93) was 
caught on 15 June 1993 on a nest containing a typical clutch 
of four eggs. For information concerning the nest of dominica 
(a shallow cup or scrape constructed by the male on the surface 
of the tundra) see Johnson & Connors (1996) and Byrkjedal & 
Thompson (1998). The area in which D5-93 was nesting is situ-
ated near mile 35 upslope on the east side of the Nome-Teller 
Highway at approximately 64°49'N 166°03'W. Post-banding, 
we monitored the survival of D5-93 in subsequent breeding 
seasons (usually from late May to at least mid-June) and 
marked the locations of the cups in which he was nesting. 

At a different site westward from the Nome-Teller High-
way near mile 16.2, we banded both members in four pairs 
of dominica over the period 20–24 June 2002 and mapped 
the locations of their nests. This site (the approximate center 
is at 64°37'N 165°43'W) consists of about 150 ha most of 
which is rocky and xeric. Almost all of the area is covered 
by low-growth (generally <5 cm tall) lichen/heath vegetation; 
a small part is mesic with hummocks of dense grasses and 
sedges. During the 2003 season, we re-visited the site from 
15 to 21 June and located banded returnees along with several 
unmarked dominica. We recorded whether marked males had 
reoccupied their previous territories and measured the inter-
season shifts of marked females to new nesting sites.

Results

Observations concerning the long-lived bird

D5-93 occupied the same breeding territory annually for 13 
seasons (including the year in which he was banded), and our 
last records of him were in June 2005.

In 2006, his territory was occupied by an unmarked male 
dominica. Notably, the latter plover nested in a cup that his 
predecessor had used in both 2001 and 2003 (see below). 
Thus, this particular nest cup was used three times by two 
different males. In 2007, dominica were absent from the site 
and in their place we found a nesting pair of Pacific Golden-
Plovers P. fulva. The age of D5-93 was unknown at the time 
of his capture in 1993. We make the assumption here that he 
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A banded male American Golden-Plover Pluvialis dominica returned to the same breeding territory in western 
Alaska for 13 consecutive seasons setting a longevity record for the species. We report here various features 
of the bird’s nesting including distances between nests, and reuse of nest cups. When this individual’s territory 
became vacant in 2006 (presumably because its occupant had died), an unbanded male dominica defended the 
site for a single season and nested in one of his predecessor’s nest cups. In 2007, dominica were absent from 
the site and it was occupied instead by a nesting pair of Pacific Golden-Plovers P. fulva. In an area separate 
from the long-lived plover, we banded both members of four pairs of dominica in 2002 and observed the 
returnees (two males and two females) in 2003. One of the males reoccupied his former nesting territory, the 
other male selected a nest site that may have been beyond the boundaries of his 2002 territory. The latter male 
also made a dramatic shift in nesting habitat moving from dense grassy tussock in 2002 to a nearby stony flat 
with sparse vegetation in 2003. The two marked females mated with new partners at considerable distances 
from their nests the previous season. 


