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INTRODUCTION AND STUDY SITE

In this paper we present the results of the third year of spring 
migration studies of Red Knots at Porsangerfjord, N Norway. 
The aims of the project and the study site are described in 
Wilson & Strann (2005).

METHODS

Fieldwork took place from 14 May to 2 June. On many days 
all knots using the study site were counted, mainly during 
the 4–5 hours centred on high tide. Counting was not as 
complete as in 2005 or 2006 due six days when birds were 
caught. Knots were caught in cannon nets. Wings (primaries 
flattened and straightened) and bills (the exposed culmen) 
were measured to the nearest mm. Birds were weighed on an 
electronic balance to the nearest gram. A yellow flag engraved 
with three letters was placed on the left tibia and a red ring 
on the right tibia. Feather samples were taken from 50 birds 
for DNA analysis. As in 2005 and 2006, considerable time 
and effort was spent searching for colour-banded knots using 
20–60× telescopes. A boat survey was made of the fjord on 
27 May. All data collected were entered onto standard forms 
for later analysis. 

RESULTS

Passage period and population size

Over 14–16 May only the east side of the fjord was counted 
when there were a maximum of 2,700 knots on 16 May 
(Fig. 1). The whole fjord was not counted until 17 May 
when 11,400 knots were recorded. Total counts on 20, 22 and 
24 May yielded 16,500, 25,200 and 30,400 knots respectively. 
We estimate that the population peaked at about 32,500 birds 
on about 23 May and was then constant until very rapid 

departures took place from 28 May onwards. By 29 May 
two-thirds of the birds had left and on 2 June the count was 
down to 3,600. On 5 June KBS recorded 560 knots at Vækkir, 
many of which were grey young birds.

The distribution of Red Knots

Knots which arrived on the west side of the fjord at Valdak 
and Igaldas had dispersed by 20 May and thereafter birds 
were only seen in the west at Olderfjord with a maximum 
count of 4,000 (Fig. 2). Knots from Igaldas, and probably 
Valdak, dispersed to the south, north and east (see below). 
The main concentrations of knots were from Børselv to Kjæs 
and at Lille Porsangerfjord. At the latter site the maximum 
day count was 18,000 (Lille Porsanger and Veineset) on 24 
May.

Departures

Between 28 May and 2 June 2,950 knots in 17 flocks were 
seen leaving on migration. The maximum flock size was 600. 
Compass bearings were taken on the departure direction of 
12 flocks and were in the sector 280° to 310°. Three other 
flocks were recorded departing towards the west, another 
to the north-west and one to the north-north-west. Birds 
always departed on the rising tide, soon after most or all the 
knots had finished feeding (though we cannot be sure that 
the birds that departed had been feeding right up to the time 
of departure).

Mass

Knots were caught on 16, 18 and 19 May during the arrival 
period, on 23 May during the main fattening period and on 
26 and 30 May just before and during the departure period 
(Figs 3 & 4). Mean masses on 16 and 18 May were 137.4 g 
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We report the results of the Norwegian Red Knot Project for 2007. The stopover population in Porsangerfjord 
peaked at about 32,500 birds. Arrivals took place over 17–22 May and most departed on 28 May. Mean arrival 
mass was about 137 g and the mean mass around the time of departure was about 182 g. The maximum mass 
recorded was 230 g. Twenty birds retrapped after seven days had increased mass by an average of 6.1 g/day. 
Most ringing recoveries and re-sightings of knots with individually inscribed flags are consistent with the 
Porsanger knots being of the islandica subspecies. 


