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INTRODUCTION

The biometrics and breeding biology of the Terek Sandpiper
Xenus cinereus are not well known and only limited descrip-
tions can be found in the literature (Dementev & Gladkov
1951, Kozlova 1961, Glutz von Blotzheim et al. 1977, Cramp
& Simmons 1983). Moreover most published biometrics are
based only on museum specimens, and relate to very large
and ill-defined parts of the species’ breeding range, such as
“NW Russia” or “Siberia” (Dementev & Gladkov 1951,
Kozlova 1961, Glutz von Blotzheim et al. 1977). The popu-
lation breeding in the Pripyat’ valley of Belarus was only
discovered recently. Before the 1920s, the species was sel-
dom recorded in Belarus, but since then it has bred regularly
(Fedushin & Dolbik 1967). This westernmost population is
isolated – it is 500 km from the main, continuous breeding
range (Kozlova 1961). In the light of the literature and our
data, it is apparent that the Belarus population, currently 100–
130 pairs, is increasing. Moreover the latest breeding loca-
tions in the Pripyat’ Valley are 100 km to the west of records
from 1960s (Fedushin & Dolbik 1967, N. Karlionova &
P. Pinchuk, unpubl. data). This isolated population breeds in
both Belarus and Ukraine and the aim of this paper is to
describe its biometrics and breeding phenology based on our
studies in the Pripyat’ Valley of Belarus.

METHODS

During spring and summer 2002–2005, we carried out stud-
ies of the spring migration and breeding biology of Terek
Sandpipers on the floodplain meadows of the Pripyat’ river
in the vicinity of Turov town, Gomel Region, southern

Belarus (52°04'N, 27°44'E; Fig. 1). Characteristically, the
water level of the Pripyat River is subject to large seasonal
and year-to-year fluctuations (Mongin & Pinchuk 1999), but
every spring approximately the same floodplain islands are
available for migrant and breeding waders. Terek Sandpipers
were caught on these islands (in aggregate about 2 km2),
which are used for grazing during spring and summer. Each
year, fieldwork was carried out from the end of March or
beginning of April to the end of July. This period covered
almost the entire spring migration and breeding season of
Terek Sandpipers (Mongin & Pinchuk 1999). Most birds
were caught in walk-in traps (Meissner 1998); mist-nets were
also used occasionally. During the breeding season, birds
were also caught on their nests.

All Terek Sandpipers caught were ringed and aged accord-
ing to the criteria of Prater et al. (1977). Adults and second-
year birds were caught throughout the study season, and from
mid-June local juveniles were also trapped. Data on second-
year birds have not been analysed as only four birds of this
age-group were identified. Also, we caught too few chicks for
meaningful analysis. All birds caught were weighed on an
electronic balance to an accuracy of 0.1 g and the following
measurements taken: wing length (maximum chord method,
Evans 1986), total head length (Green 1980), bill length and
nalospi length (Prater et al. 1977) (nalospi is from the bill tip
to the distal end of the nostril), tarsus length (Svensson 1992),
and tarsus-plus-toe length (Piersma 1984). The wing and
tarsus-plus-toe were measured with a stopped rule to 1 mm
and 0.5 mm, respectively. Callipers were used for the remain-
ing measurements (accuracy 0.1 mm). In all years of the
study, only two ringers measured birds and they were cali-
brated every year as recommended by Busse (2000).
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We present data on the breeding phenology and biometrics of Terek Sandpipers from the isolated westernmost
population in the Pripyat’ river valley, S Belarus, close to the border with Ukraine. Studies were conducted
on floodplain islands between the beginning of April and mid-July during 1996–1999 and 2002–2006. Over
the years, the first arrivals appeared during 10–26 April (median 14 April), first eggs were laid during 24 April
to 5 May (median 30 April) and the latest egg was laid on 25 May, first chicks hatched during 19 May to 1 June
(median 25 May) and the first fledged juveniles were caught on 23 June. We present biometric data for juve-
niles (at the post-fledging stage) and adults. The mean wing length of juveniles, just before departure from the
breeding grounds in mid June, reached 96% of that of adults. Juvenile total head lengths were 91% of adult,
and bill and nalospi lengths 85% of adult, but tarsus and tarsus plus toe lengths were the same as adults. On
average, juveniles left the breeding grounds about 11 g heavier than adults, which had a departure mass near
the lowest known for the species.


