Eastern Black-tailed Godwits Limosa limosa melanuroides in
the Selenga Delta, Lake Baikal, Siberia
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Thelower Selengaand its delta are among the main breeding sites of Eastern Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa
melanuroides, but thisareais quiteisolated from other populations. During our expedition in May—June 2002,
we found 21 Black-tailed Godwit nests and trapped 17 adults and 4 freshly hatched chicks. The median first
egg date of the 21 nests was 26 May, but some may have been replacement clutches. Mean egg volume per
clutch decreased over the course of the season. On the basis of numbers, the preferred breeding habitat was
the wet grass and sedge areas of the central delta (15 nests) rather than the drier inner delta (six nests). How-
ever, this seems inconsistent with observations that more godwits breed when the water table islow. Itisin
such conditions that the popul ation peaks at around 100 pairs. Though thisis not large compared with recent
estimates for melanuroides on the Australian wintering grounds of 160,000 the Selenga population is never-
theless of regional importance because of itsisolation.



