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INTRODUCTION

Oriental Plovers Charadrius veredus breed on plains and
foothills of mountains in Central Asia, mostly in deserts of
Mongolia and Northern China (Fig. 1). Among the red-
breasted Charadrius plovers, this bird is relatively large, long-
legged and long-winged (Fig. 2). The non-breeding grounds
include portions of Australia and Indonesia (Hayman et al.
1986, Marchant & Higgins 1993). The latest population es-
timate for the species, based mostly on counts in Australia,
is about 70,000 birds (Wetlands International 2002).

Knowledge of Oriental Plovers, especially on their breed-
ing grounds, is fragmentary. Available information was sum-
marized by Kozlova (1955, 1961 & 1975). However these
accounts contained no descriptions of nests, eggs, or downy
chicks, and few details of breeding biology. Later reports
include only brief records of adult birds and chicks
(Golovushkin 1971, Ostapenko et al. 1980, Arkhipov 2004).

In Russia, Oriental Plovers are known to occur in only two
regions: SE Transbaikalia (Kozlova 1961), and the Uvs-Nuur
Depression in southern Tuva. Prior to our studies, no nests
of this wader had been found in either region. The chronol-
ogy of records in Tuva prior to our study is as follows:

• V. Zabelin (unpubl. data) found one male near Bert-Dag
village on 29 April 1963, and two males between Bert-
Dag and O-Shinaa on 3 May 1967;

• Golovushkin (1981) collected a female and two young
near Khol-Ogue village (50°45'N, 94°25'E) on 1 July
1968;

• Zamolodchikov et al. (1995) reported a male near the
foothills of the Tannu-Ola Range on 18–25 June 1986;

• V. Emeljanov (1990) found three males in breeding plum-
age near Tore-Khol Lake and one of them was collected;

• V. Zabelin (unpubl. data) observed a lone male near the
Shivelig River along the southern slope of the East Tannu-
Ola Range on 31 May and 1 June 1990.

All of these locations are shown in Fig. 3.
Our studies began in 1999 at Agar-Dag-Taiga Ridge

where we observed six Oriental Plovers consisting of a pair
and four adult males (Ozerskaya & Zabelin 2000). The birds
were in a relatively small area and displayed territorial behav-
iour. On 20 June 2000, three adult males in breeding plum-
age were shot from among a flock of about 150 in the same
area by V. Tsvetkov (collection of the Zoological Museum
of Moscow State University, Russia). In 2003, we again
found Oriental Plovers in the same area – there were five
males performing display flights and defending territories
against conspecifics, suggesting probable breeding of at least
five pairs. Upon searching, we found one nest. In this paper
we present our 1999 an 2003 findings along with additional
observations from the breeding seasons of 2004 and 2005.

METHODS

Our study site is located in the north-eastern part of the Uvs-
Nuur Depression, south-central Siberia at 50°15'N, 94°34'E
(Fig. 3). It is situated within the Tes-Khem River catchment
near Shara-Nur Lake, 50 km WSW from Erzin village. Dur-
ing spring and summer, between April and August, we visited
the site for 2–4 days each month. We also searched for
Oriental Plovers in other areas of the Uvs-Nuur Depression
including the southern slope of the East Tannu-Ola Range
between Samagaltay village and the Uvs-Nuur Lake, some
sites north of the Tes-Khem River, steppes between Tore-
Khol and Shara-Nur Lakes, and the southern slope of the
Agar-Dag-Tayga Ridge. These surveys covered about
170 km on foot and 2,600 km by car.

We used colour-flags to mark the approximate locations
of plover territories at the Shara-Nur Lake site. Pairs seen
regularly in the same restricted area were considered to be ter-
ritorial breeding birds. We did not ring or colour-mark any
of the plovers.

Eggs and chicks were measured to 0.1 mm. For downy
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The northernmost breeding site of Oriental Plover Charadrius veredus was found in 1999 in the southern
Republic of Tuva. New information about this poorly known species that breeds in dry steppes and deserts of
Central Asia was collected in that area in 2003–2005. A nest, eggs and downy chicks of this species are
described for the first time; details about breeding habitats, foods, breeding schedule, territorial and parental
behaviour are given.


