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Charadrius marginatus in an equable coastal environment
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Monthly shorebird surveys of a 6-km section of the central Namibian coast during 1991-1993 showed that
although White-fronted Plovers can be found nesting throughout most of the year, peak breeding is bimodal
centred on the summer and winter solstices. The climate is equable with little rain or variation in temperature.
It isthought that breeding is concentrated around the solstices because high tides are lower than at the equi-
noxes so the risk of nests being flooded is reduced. Numbers breeding around the winter solstice are greater
than in summer. This may be aresult of greater food availability and/or less human disturbance.



