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INTRODUCTION

The position of Sri Lanka in the Indian Ocean at the southern-
most tip of the Indian subcontinent is of great importance for
long distance migrant shorebirds. Every year, large numbers
arrive from their breeding quarters to spend the winter in Sri
Lanka. Although most species are fairly well known in terms
of their general ecology, only limited information is available
on the migration routes and breeding location of the birds that
over-winter (De Silva & Jakobsson 1995). To date, few stud-
ies have investigated the role played by Sri Lankan wetlands as
wintering quarters for migrant shorebirds, the seasonal compo-
sition of migratory waves, differential migration of sexes and/
or age classes, body weight variation and fat deposition, moult-
ing strategies, and general patterns of shorebird migration.

Several ringing projects have been conducted in Sri Lanka
since the early 1970s, but most have targeted forest birds (De
Silva 1980, Partridge & Ashcroft 1976, Field Ornithological
Group of Sri Lanka pers. comm.).

Given the apparent but un-evaluated importance of Sri
Lanka for migratory shorebirds, as long ago as 1976 it was
decided that they should be the subject of focused research.
This started with collaboration between the Field Ornithologi-
cal Group of Sri Lanka and the Department of Wildlife Con-
servation. However, this was not formalized until 2005 when
the National Bird Ringing Programme (NBRP) was launched.
As part of this initiative, training in ringing techniques was
provided to several staff members of three National Parks in
southern Sri Lanka (Bundala, Yala and Kumana). The main
aim of the training was to build capacity within National Park
staff and managers that will facilitate the establishment of a
network of sites where shorebird research will be carried out
on a regular basis.

In this paper we introduce the NBRP, summarise some of
the criteria and methods used during the field research, and
outline the questions that will form the basis for future
investigations over the next few years of this and related
projects. The outcomes of this project will contribute to the
recently signed Asia Central Flyway agreement.

STUDY AREA

Bundala National Park is 270 km from Colombo in the
Hambantota district on the south coast of Sri lanka (6°08' to
6°14'N, 81°08'to 81°18'E) (Fig. 1). The park falls within the
South-eastern Arid Zone of Sri Lanka, with a climate classi-
fied as hot and dry. Mean annual temperature is 27.1°C,
average annual precipitation 1,074 mm, with the highest rain-
fall occurring in November.

The Park covers 6,216 ha of lowland, including five shal-
low brackish water lagoons (Maha, Koholankala, Malala,
Embilikala, and Bundala). The wetland system and the sur-
rounding habitat of Bundala National Park are of great eco-
logical importance and are one of the main sites for water-
birds and migratory shorebirds in Sri Lanka (Scott 1989,
CEA/ Euroconsult 1993, De Silva 1999). Of the 197 bird
species observed in Bundala, 58 are migratory
(Bambaradeniya 2001, Bambaradeniya et al. 2002). The
wetlands of Bundala National Park support waterbirds in
numbers that are of international and national significance (Li
& Mundukur 2004), and as such are listed under the Ramsar
Wetland Convention (www.ramsar.org).

METHODS

Birds were caught in mist nets set perpendicular to the shore-
line of the northern part of the Bundala Lagoon. Nets were
set before sunset on 1 April and net rounds were carried out
each day from 6 pm to 6 am the next day, checking the nets
at one-hour intervals.

The following biometrics were recorded: wing length; bill
length; head–bill length; tail length; weight and moult stage
and wear status of primaries, secondaries, tertials and
rectrices.

RESULTS

Ninety-nine individuals of ten species were caught, ringed,
and released (Table 1).
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