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INTRODUCTION

Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus is one of the least known
Palearctic waders. Most methods that have been used to catch
the species have proved rather ineffective and relatively few
have been ringed. Many authors have emphasized the diffi-
culty of studying such a secretive species (Cramp & Simmons
1983, Pedersen 1997, Rehfisch & Holloway 1998). Recom-
mended catching methods include mist-netting at dusk and at
night and throwing a net over birds sitting on the ground
during the day (Bub 1991, Lepley et al. 2005). These meth-
ods have been fairly ineffective because Jack Snipes tend to
be widely dispersed and their anti-predator behaviour makes
them difficult to locate (Holyer 1984, Pedersen 1988, Fearn-
side 1990, Pedersen 1995). Some 14,000 Jack Snipes were
ringed in Europe during the 20th century (Deplanque 2003).

The use of dip-nets to capture scolopacids has a long tra-
dition (Bub 1991). First reports of their use come from 15th
century England, where they were used to capture Eurasian
Woodcock Scolopax rusticola and other ground-dwelling
birds. Currently they are employed to capture various species
at night using artificial light. However, there is no mention
in the literature of the use of dip-nets to capture Jack Snipe
(Bub 1991). The purposes of this paper are to describe a
method of using dip-nets by day to capture migrating and
wintering Jack Snipe and provide guidelines on detecting the
species.

METHODS AND RESULTS

A study of migrating and wintering Jack Snipe was carried
out in N Poland with up to 50 localities surveyed annually.
The number of sites sampled varied seasonally according to
the availability of suitable foraging areas, which was closely
related to water levels. The habitats surveyed were mainly

drained fish ponds and the shorelines of other water reser-
voirs in autumn (3 Sep to 21 Dec), field irrigation ditches and
fish ponds in winter (22 Dec to 21 Mar), and seasonally
flooded meadows, drained fish ponds and irrigation ditches
in spring (22 Mar to 20 May). The relative proportion of each
of the different habitat types surveyed in each season corre-
sponded to seasonal changes in habitat use by Jack Snipe. In
1996–1998, surveys were focused on sites where migrating
and wintering Jack Snipe were concentrated. Dip-net trapping
was conducted from Feb 1999 to Mar 2005. During this pe-
riod, 2,195 were captured, of which 1,593 were new captures
and 602 retraps. In the successive seasons 1998/1999–2004/
2005 the following numbers of Jack Snipes were captured:
15, 61, 227, 235, 678, 588 and 391. The description of the
seasonal occurrence of Jack Snipes and habitats used is based
on data from Aug 1996 to Mar 2005 (Cenian & Sikora 1997,
Sikora & Maniakowski 2000, A. Sikora unpubl.). The
method of dip-net trapping described is based on the author’s
personal experience from Feb 1999 to Mar 2005.

Trapping tool

Birds were captured using dip-nets which consisted of a metal
hoop and nylon net attached to a handle and weighed 1.1–
1.3 kg. The hoop was made of 4 mm thick stainless steel wire
and the hoop diameter was 25 or 40 or 60 cm. Nylon net with
30 × 30 mm mesh was attached to the hoop loosely, sagging
10–15 cm below the hoop when held horizontally. The alu-
minium handle was 5 m long and constructed of 0.5 m sec-
tions. In some extreme situations the handle was lengthened
(up to 6.5 m), but this made manoeuvring the net more diffi-
cult. The size of the hoop was changed according to the type
of habitat. In dense, tall vegetation the most effective size was
40 cm, but, exceptionally, e.g. in dense cattails Typha spp.,
and reeds Phragmites, the hoop diameter was reduced to
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Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus is one of the least known waders and is difficult to study because of its
skulking behaviour and cryptic plumage. Thanks to the use of dip-nets and with the development of more
effective detection methods, the number of Jack Snipe ringed in Poland increased from 97 during the 58 years
1931–1998, to 1,682 during 1999–2004. Ninety-two per cent are now caught in dip-nets. Trapping Jack Snipe
in this way takes advantage of their passive anti-predator strategy. Footprints, signs of foraging, droppings,
and feathers lost during moult were used to detect the species. The capture efficiency in N Poland averaged
47% (birds captured as a percentage of the total observed) and varied with season, group-size, habitat and
weather. The highest capture efficiency was achieved during winter (70%) when it was especially high in irri-
gation ditches (76%). In contrast, much lower percentages were caught during spring (25%) and in flooded
meadows. Capture efficiency was the highest in the case of small groups (1–5) (65%), and decreased gradu-
ally as group-size increased.


