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within arable fields: the importance of crop structure
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This paper quantifies crop characteristics associated with Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus nests across a
number of crop typeswithin arable farmland. Winter cerealsweretaller and more dense than other crop types,
and Northern Lapwing nests were associated with shorter areas with less ground cover when compared to
random measurements from the sasmefield. Crop height and cover were lessimportant on spring-drilled crops
asnestinitiation occurred before crop emergence. Agri-environment scheme prescriptions, and potentially set-
aside, could be used to provide suitable nesting habitat at the field-scale within arable farmland, where the
emphasis should be on providing a short (<125 mm), yet diverse, sward structure.



