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INTRODUCTION

Knowledge concerning the breeding status and distribution
of birds on the Alaska Peninsula is fragmentary for many
species. Key regional and North American sources did not
include the peninsula as part of the breeding range for either
the Pacific Golden-Plover Pluvialis fulva or the Black-bellied
Plover Pluvialis squatarola (Gabrielson & Lincoln 1959,
Johnson & Connors 1996, Kessel & Gibson 1978, Paulson
1995). Contrary to these authorities, evidence in recent years
suggested that both species were nesting in this region.
Although range expansion over the past few decades is a pos-
sibility, it is more likely that the presence of these plovers as
breeding birds on the peninsula had simply gone undetected.
Reports of breeding-associated behaviors and vocalizations
in both species at various peninsular locations (Gill et al.
2004, S. Savage & C. Wightman unpubl. data), the occur-
rence of immature fulva near the town of King Salmon (S.
Savage, unpubl. records), and frequent detection during aerial
surveys (between King Salmon and Port Heiden, Fig. 1) of
radio-tagged fulva that migrated from wintering grounds in
Hawaii (Johnson et al. 2004) all suggested breeding plovers.
To finally resolve the question, we conducted nest searches
in spring 2004.

STUDY AREAS AND METHODS

The locations where observations were made are shown in
Fig. 1. Based on knowledge of fulva and squatarola nesting
habitats elsewhere in Alaska (Johnson & Connors 1996,
Paulson 1995), we identified various areas of tundra that
appeared favourable for these plovers along the 24 km east–
west road (situated at approximately 58°44' N) between the
towns of King Salmon and Naknek. Then, with the aid of
volunteers and Alaska Peninsula/Becharof National Wildlife

Refuge staff, we systematically searched these sites on foot
from 3–7 June 2004 for nesting birds. From 8–10 June 2004,
we made similar searches within a radius of about 5 km from
the town of Port Heiden. The latter is located 225 km south
of King Salmon at approximately 56°57'N, 158°38'W. Initial
contact with nesting birds was mostly by sound. Disturbed
fulva and squatarola left the nest (usually stealthily and un-
seen) in advance of searchers, moved some distance away and
commenced alarm calling. When the plover was located visu-
ally, we retreated to a suitable vantage point and “watched”
the bird back to its nest, a process that took from a few min-
utes to an hour or more. GPS coordinates of nests and broods
were recorded, and 7 fulva nests (2 at King Salmon–Naknek,
and 5 near Port Heiden) were monitored by local volunteers
and refuge staff for hatching success.

In addition to the searches described above, we include
here additional observations of breeding fulva and squatarola
recorded by the first author and refuge technicians at various
sites on the Alaska Peninsula in 2004. These observations
were made during breeding bird and small mammal invento-
ries conducted both before and after the King Salmon–
Naknek and Port Heiden nest searches.

RESULTS

Pacific Golden-Plovers

Our findings (see Fig. 1 for locations) listed chronologically
were:

1) a nest containing 4 eggs along the Meshik River at
56°46.864'N, 157°57.058'W within the Aniakchak
National Preserve, 18 May;

2) in the region just mentioned, a pair of birds giving distrac-
tion displays at 56°42.770'N, 158°05.205'W, 20 May;
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To determine whether Pacific Golden-Plovers Pluvialis fulva and Black-bellied Plovers P. squatarola were
nesting on the Alaska Peninsula, we conducted field surveys at several sites in 2004. We found both taxa breed-
ing on the peninsula, with fulva in greater abundance. Our findings indicate that fulva nest from at least King
Salmon–Naknek southward to Port Heiden, and squatarola from at least Kukaklek Lake southward to Port
Heiden. Breeding range extensions (i.e., from previously known nesting grounds nearest the peninsula to the
most distant peninsular nest sites) exceed 300 km in both species. We suspect that further ornithological
exploration will reveal these plovers breeding more widely on the peninsula than we describe here, and that
peninsular breeding grounds will prove to be contiguous with non-peninsular parts of each species’ nesting range.
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