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INTRODUCTION

A wide variety of methods have been used to capture waders
(Bub 1991, Stroud & Davidson 2003). Adults are frequently
caught in cannon-nets and multi-shelf mist nets at estuarine
areas during migration and heart-shaped cages, clap nets, and
trap-door traps at nest sites during breeding. The method of
choice is typically dependent on the environmental and
logistical conditions present. Despite the wide number of
available trapping techniques, unique conditions frequently
demand new methods to be developed (Tulp & Schek-
kermann 2001).

The “Ottenby” trap is a walk-in trap designed to capture
feeding birds during migration (Lessells & Leslie 1977, Bub
1991). In this paper we describe a modified version of the
Ottenby trap that is light-weight, compact, and as such,
works exceptionally well in field expedition conditions. It
has proven to be very practical to use and also highly suc-
cessful in catching waders.

HISTORY

At Ottenby Bird Observatory in south-east Sweden, thou-
sands of migrating waders on stopover are trapped yearly in
walk-in traps on the non-tidal shores of the Baltic Sea (e.g.
Blomqvist et al. 2002). The trap type used has changed little
over the years. The trap used since the mid 1970s is described
by Lessels and Leslie (1977, p. 18) and Bub (1991, p. 69),
and is based on the same principal as the small round walk-
in trap used to trap waders on their nests, familiar to many
waderologists. However, the Ottenby-trap has a rectangular
shape, has two openings and is normally used by placing
several traps together in unique configurations (see more

below). The Ottenby trap has proven to be very successful
at catching waders. With the 100 traps normally used at
Ottenby, hundreds of waders are regularly trapped in a day,
with a recent daily record of 1,117 birds, 1,054 which were
Dunlin Calidris alpina alpina.

To trap migrating waders with Ottenby traps during the
ship-borne Swedish-Russian Tundra Ecology expedition of
1994 (Grönlund & Melander 1995, Lindström 1998), we
modified the original trap design to make them foldable and
less bulky. The traps had to be compact so as to fit into the
helicopters used for transporting people and supplies from
the boats to the shore. They also had to be easy to carry
around to allow opportunistic trapping during our short stops.
Forty new foldable traps were brought on the expedition.
Around 300 waders were trapped during eight two-day stops
along the arctic coast of Eurasia in August 1994. The most
successful event was when E. Lappo, V.I. Pavlenko and E.E.
Syroechkovski Jr. trapped 55 Little Stints in a single trap over
a period of two days.

For the 1999 Swedish-Canadian expedition “Tundra
Northwest 1999” that visited arctic Canada (Grönlund 2000),
we constructed another 40 foldable traps, but again modified
the trap design to include soft netting on the sides of the traps
instead of metal chicken net used previously. More than two
hundred waders of twelve species were trapped during the
expedition, including mainly White-rumped Sandpipers
Calidris fuscicollis, Semipalmated Sandpipers C. pusilla, and
Baird’s Sandpipers C. bairdii, Lindström et al. 2002). The
same trap design has also been used very successfully in the
littoral areas of the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta and Point
Barrow, Alaska, in August and September of 2004 to trap
mainly Sharp-tailed Sandpipers C. acuminata, Western
Sandpipers C. mauri, Dunlin C. alpina articola and Red
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We describe the history, construction, and use of a portable walk-in wader trap (i.e., modified Ottenby trap)
designed to be used in field expedition conditions. It is rectangular-shaped, 120 × 41 × 32 cm when opera-
tional, weighs between 1.5 and 2 kg (depending on materials used) and can be folded flat for easy transporta-
tion. It consists of several metal frames filled with fishing net, and has a netted roof attached by an elastic chord.
Traps are placed either singly or in groups, with the optimal trapping situation occurring when birds are feeding
along some kind of leading line such as the edge of a estuary, lake, or other water body. The trap is highly
efficient for waders up to around 100 g, but is also suitable for ground-feeding passerines.


